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Mexican crew begins first tomato picking at Goold's 
35 Workers will Handle 40 Acres 
By: Dale R. Albee 


The tomato harvest began at the Jim Goold farm recently and is expected to last through 
October. 


Mexican workers scampered over the 40-acre field under the leadership of Lain Chavez, 
30-year-old father of six children. 


Only one truckload was picked the first day since tomatoes are just beginning to turn. 
Trucks hold 1,080 crates. After the season really gets underway, the 35 field workers will 
keep four vehicles busy hauling tomatoes to Campbell Soup company plants in Chicago. 


It takes a lot of sweat on the brow, however. 


Champion picker at the camp is a woman, believe it or not! Mela Aguilar manages to 
skim rapidly over the field and counts 275 lugs at the day's end. No one else can keep up 
with her. 


That's about 32 pounds of tomatoes in a lug, so arithmetic shows that she picks an 
average of 8,800 pounds of tomatoes a day. This goes on for approximately two months 
until the harvest is complete. 


With this amount of effort, she should be able to sleep nights. 

An average picker gets from 225 to 250 lugs a day. Workers are paid by the lug. 

Chavez arrived here three weeks ago after a two-month working spree at Princeton 
picking asparagus. "Asparagus is harder work than tomatoes," says the Mexican leader in 


perfect English. "My people get paid by the pound there." 


In any event, whether it's asparagus or tomatoes in Illinois; or carrots and fruit in Texas; 
it all looks like back-breaking work! 


"Some people work on their knees and others lean over and pick," the 30 year-old leader 
smiles. 


"Naturally, they don't keep very clean in the fields during working hours, but its a 
different story come supper time. Everybody hits the showers for a bath, fresh clean 
clothes, and a night of relaxation. 


Spanish music continuously filters through the camp. There's dancing, visiting, eating, 
and of course, television. 


They're a happy people out there. 
Spanish is the official language, too, but it's a good guess that 75 per cent of the people 
know English. Only pre-school age children and old-timers have a lack of the English 


language. 


Since the children get English at school and Spanish at home, they make wonderful 
bilinguists. 


Jim Goold has provided quarters for his workers by completely remodeling a metal shed. 
He put up partition walls, creating eight huge rooms and a recreation area in the center. 


There's TV here. It's all screened in and provides a good place for visiting, dancing, or 
fiestas. 


Outside toilets were erected, a bath house was built, and a laundry room was constructed. 
All and all, it's comfortable. 
Goold also furnished all furniture. 


There's about 50 people in the camp, with only 35 in the field working. They range in age 
from a two-month-old baby to a 65-year-old. 


No doubt the hardest job of all is truck loading. These men are paid extra. 
Crates of tomatoes are stacked at the end of the rows. These are then pitched onto a semi- 
trailer as it moves along. A man on the ground hoists the 32-pound lug all the way from 


the ground and throws it to a man on the truck. 


Since lugs are stacked nine high on the truck, this amounts to a lot of throwing. The men 
take turns, however, each loading half the truck from the ground and then they switch. 


They attain unbelievable speed, being able to load 1,080 crates in 45 minutes. 
But important if both the pickers and Goold, "the crop looks very good. Campbell Soup is 
just coming into Livingston County for tomato growing since suburbs and housing 


developments are taking away the farm land near the Chicago area. 


It looks like it is paying off, too, for Fairbury, Campbell Soup, and the tomato pickers. 


Photo Captains 


Beautiful tomatoes and pretty women seem to be the rule rather than the exception at the 
Mexican camp of tomato picker located on the Jim Goold farm, northwest of Fairbury. 
Forty acre field is being manned for the next two months by 35 pickers, ranging in age 
from 16 to 65. Maria Chavez, wife of 30-year old leader, Lala, shows size of first 
tomatoes out of the field last Wednesday. Large hats like this are worn to keep off hot 
sun. 


Powder goes on tomatoes after they are loaded on trucks and await trip to Campbell Soup 
company plants in Chicago. Chemical keeps flies away. Jose Chavira supplies the muscle 
for the job. And speaking of muscle, it takes plenty of them to keep four huge semi- 
trailers full each day. Trucks hold 1,080 crates and each crate weighs about 32 pounds. 
Chavira, wife, and family are living at the Jim Goold farm, along with 50 other 
Mexicans, during the two month tomato harvest. 


Everybody's bundled up to keep off hot sun as they pick tomatoes at Jim Goold farm. 
From left are Anija, Lope, and Elvira Gonzales. Other workers can be seen in the 
background. First day of picking was last Wednesday, although Mexican crew has been 
here for past two weeks. During the winter months, they journey back to their homes in 
Texas where they harvest carrots and fruits. 


It takes a strong back to heave 32 pounds of tomatoes from the ground onto this truck, but 
Steve Salinas does the trick with little effort. Catching them is ?? 


background, Julian Sandeval takes off?? 


Mexican leader, 30 year old Lalo Chavez, at right, looks over tomatoes just picked by 
Alvaro Martinez. Chavez has crew of 35 in field of 40 acres at Jim Goold farm. He was a 
worker for eight years before taking over foremanship two years ago. For the past two 
months, he has had his crew at Princeton harvesting asparagus. Chavez had 68 workers 
there on 750 acres. He noted that a good picker can average 1,000 pounds of asparagus a 
day. Chavez is married and the father of six children. 


Champion picker at the Goold farm ?? 


Digital Photos of old Paper blade book and will be used to correct the 
captions. 
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